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Hindustani Classicéhehnai Artist and Vocalist
Founder, BK Shehnai FoundationT&nsenAcademyof Music

o6Shehnai Chakrawshyd Pandit S.Ballesha veteran performer and specialist in Patiala
gharana, also an internationally celebrateéd! 3 NIhéh&aé artist from South India
.Proudly he i®ne ofthe disciple OWorld Renowned Shehnai Nawaz Bhamatna Ustad
Bismillah Khan Sahab.

Pt.S.Ballesh is one of the best musician, bothclassical Hindustani Vocalist and Shehnai
Artistin the Indian classical music and film musustry. He is working with maestros like
Padma Vibushanh8.llayarajaand Oscar Winner I8i.AR.Rahman. His playing Shehnai for
popular music directors in India.t.B.Ballesh also sang for A.R.Rahman and Maestro
llayaraja for many back ground score and songs.

Shehnai Style of Pt.SBallesh

Pandit S.Ballesh can play on his ShahnAalaap like khayal singing, Jhala like Sitar and
Sarod, Tatkar like kathakancers, Harkats like sarangi and violin, continuity of tone like
Bheen and alshe adds adorabilitpf Bansuri to all this.
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Birth Place and History

Pt.SBalleshis from a family of renowned Shehnai artisperforming for past 30 decades
(300 Yearsin the history. He was born at M.K Hubli (Karnataka), in a Hindu family on 1st
April, 1958. He was the only son &hehnai Player and Hindustani Vocaliate Pandit
Sanna Bharamanna and Yellamnfepim Belgaum district.

His father, Pt. Sanna Bharamanna was a famous Shehnai player who trained Pt. Ballesh in
beginning stages. Since his father believed music should be taken seriously and learnt with
discipline, he made FBallesh to get trained continuously under his eltbeother Pandit
Dhodda Bharamannaom M.K.Hubli.

His unclePtDodda Bharamanna, was a great shehnai player in Belgaum Disrict, where he
won silver cup along with his younger brotHerSanna Bharamanna during the British rule.
PtBallesh was with him iGuruSishyaParampara training Whole day hevould spend on
practisinga single note with his uncle. AlthougtiBallesh deteted these lessons as a child,

the disciplined training helped iasy mastery of taan and layakatiay.
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His ancestors were court musicians and they followed the custom of performing at the
Mughut Khana Dargah at the princely states of M.K.H&tli. I £ £ Sa KQA& FlLGKSNI S
perform shehnai at the Swamy Ballaiyyajja Math of Kadharoli, Karnataka yeesry
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It is to be noted that his grandfathetate Pandit Yamanappnd his parents were devotee
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Kadharoli. Pt. S.Ballesh was born post the demise of Ballaiyyajja, paréigs used to call

him Ballappa to rhyme with names of his cousins.

Personal life

Pt.Ballesh is married t8mt.Ratna Rudrappa singer and the couple was blessed with three
sons,ShriPrakash BalleshShi.Krishna Ballesh an&hi.Shivanand Balleskwho are trained
musiciansShriKrishna Ballesls one of the upcoming young shehnai maestros of India and
well trained Hindustani vocalist of Patiala Gharana.
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Professional life

Pt.S.Ballesh is one of the best musicians in the Indian classical amasidm music. He
always played Shehnai targetting audience likes both in India and across the world, further
spreading the message of peace and love through his music. He is always dedicated to his
art.
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A. Vocal Music Training

He underwent Hindustani vocal trainingKirana Gharana from Pandit Dr. DP.Hiremdibr
more than 10years, after which he started implementing the Vocal Gayaki ang in his
recitals.

Later he learnt the dynamics d?fatiala Gharana from Pandit Kodanda Sindgbalunke
Maharaj, who was the Asthan Vidwan at the court of Hyderabad NizBirKodanda
Salunke trained him on the techniques of incorporating the Gayaki Ang like Bhrigas,
Gamaks, Meenda Sanchars in his singing and while playing Shehnai.

B. Music Life

Pt.S.Blesh gave hisirst public performancat the age of 13 in 1971 at Sri Balaiyya Swamy
Thougad Math(M.K.Hubli). Later a solo shehnai performandeashwani All India Radio,
Dharwad whichearned him 'A' Gradand later he received the same for a Shehnai Dual
performance with his second so8hriKrishna Ballesh
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Perhaps Pt.Ballesh was the only one performing the shehnai (a noted alassicument)
singlehandedly.In the All India Music Conference held@arwad in 1975in the presence
of Pandit Bhimsen Joshi and Smt. Gangubhai Hande gave an outstanding shehnai
performance and earned acclaimed fame in the conference.
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Presents

Pt.Ballesh then very young, gave his first shehnai performance in the verynpeesé

Pandit Puttaraja Gawai in Gadag at the Veerashwar Punyashram, for Ganayogi
Panchakshara Gavayi Sangit Sammallan, a whole night music gathering. As a first piece of
shehnai recitalPt.Ballesh played Raagraman Kalyan and captured the listeners anivith

his gayaki ang, gamaks, Patiala gharana Bhrigas (touches) with his shehnaidogside

his brother Shri Veerashwar Madri, a violinist.
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Pandit Puttaraja Gawablessed Ballesh and praised his style of playing Shehnai in front of
around 10000 pluscrowd and honoured him with a garland and a shawl. Later he blessed
him as his disciple.

Pt.S.Balleskvas with shehnai maestrdBharat Ratnd Ustad Bismillah Khahof Benaras for
35 years and got worldwide acclaim for performing the shehnai ntben five decades.
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